
Authors Abroad are launching a poetry slam for young people in Leeds! 

Following years of success of running slams in schools on an individual basis we took over 

the established Worcestershire Slam last year as well as the Gloucestershire slam. We are 

delighted to be launching slams in other areas of the country too. 

One of the new areas we are launching our slams in is Leeds if you would like to join in! 

A slam event involves your areas assigned poet visiting students to work with an entire year group for a 

day. They will talk about poetry, perform, give writing techniques and then divide students into groups 

(usually teams of 6) to work on their own poems for the day. At the end of the day each team performs for 

the visiting poet and their teachers and a winning team is picked. This team then gets to perform in a local 

theatre for our final which will take place on an evening with parents in the audience against other schools 

to claim victory and a trophy! 

Key Facts 

Age groups: This activity is for students in Years 6 and 7 

Assigned poet for Leeds: Matt Abbott. Matt is an experienced poet who has years’ worth of experience at 

working in schools. His book was even selected as one of the titles for National Poetry Day. You can read 

about Matt, his book and his school visits here 

Number of participants: We can accommodate 90 students in a slam day. 

What if we have larger year groups than this? If you have more than 90 pupils you wish to involve then we 

can offer two days at a discounted price for you to host Matt twice, or a deal for you to host Matt and 

another poet, Rob Bradley (who is running the Calderdale slam) on the same day and they will work with 

half a year group each. 

What if we are a very small school? If you do not have many pupils at your school Rob can deliver a 

normal author visit in the morning and work with other year groups, then spend an afternoon focusing on 

slam with your Year6/7 students. Or another year group can join in with slam for a whole day – please be 

aware that only the designated year groups of 6 or 7 can proceed to the final though to try and keep the 

competition as fair as possible. 

There is a maximum of 14 schools allowed to take part in each regional slam to ensure manageable 

numbers at the final. 

Theme: The theme for all of this year’s slams is green. Schools can interpret this as the environment, 

politics, the literal colour, rap about aliens, rainbows or jealousy. 

Dates: You can host Matt in your school on a day of your choosing between November 2022 and January 

2023. 

Final: The final will take place at the Carriageworks Theatre, Leeds on Monday 27th March 2023. The event 

will start at 6:30pm with schools and their teams allowed in from 6pm. Participating teams and their 

accompanying staff will enter for free, there will be a £7 entry fee for anyone else wishing to be in the 

audience. 

Cost: There is a cost of £475 plus VAT to take part – this covers your day in school with the poet, all of their 

travel expenses and entrance to the final (and a trophy if you place in the top three at the final!)  

https://www.authorsabroad.com/search-authors/matt-abbott
http://www.authorsabroad.com/search-authors/rob-bradley


Benefits of slams. 

We have had lots of lovely feedback from schools who have participated in the long-established 

Worcestershire slam. You can see some photos from their latest final in our current newsletter which can 

be viewed here 

Poetry slams also: 

• Build confidence 

• Improve team work and collaboration 

• Encourage creativity and allow students freedom of expression 

• Allow a sense of achievement and pride at the work they created with a professional 

• Lots of fun! 

If you have any questions, or would like to reserve a place (you are not invoiced until the poet is due in 

your school, no payment is taken up front) please email Yvonne via yvonne@caboodlebooks.co.uk 

We hope to welcome you to our latest slam. 

https://www.authorsabroad.com/news/newsletter-issue-thirteen
mailto:yvonne@caboodlebooks.co.uk

